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HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

1. Without prejudice to Directive 2000/13/EC, this Regula-
tion lays down specific standards for retail-stage marketing of
the olive oils and olive-pomace oils referred to in points 1(a)
and {b), 3 and 6 of the Annex to Regulation No 136/66/EEC,

2. For the purposes of this Regulation, retail stage means the
sale to the final consumer of oil as referred to in paragraph 1,
presented in the natural state or incorporated in a foodstuff.

Article 2

Oils as referred to in Article 1{1) shall be presented to the final
consumer in packaging of a maximum capacity of five litres.
Such packaging shall be fitted with an opening system that can
no longer be sealed after the first time it is opened and shall be
labelled in accordance with Articles 3 to 6.

However, in the case of oils intended for consumption in
restaurants, hospitals, canteens and other similar collective
establishments, the Member States may set a maximum capacity
exceeding five litres for packaging depending on the type of
establishment concerned.

Article 3

The labelling of oils as referred to in Article 1(1) shall bear, in
clear and indelible lettering, in addition to the trade description
in accordance with Article 35 of Regulation No 136/66/EEC,
the following information on the category of oil:

{a) extra virgin olive oil:

‘superior category olive oil obtained directly from olives
and solely by mechanical means;

{b) virgin olive oil:

‘olive oil obtained directly from olives and solely by
mechanical means;’

{c) olive oil composed of refined olive oils and virgin olive oils:
‘oil comprising exclusively olive oils that have undergone
refining and oils obtained directly from olives;

(d) olive-pomace oil:

‘oil comprising exclusively oils obtained by treating the
product obtained after the extraction of olive il and oils
obtained directly from olives,

or

‘oil comprising exclusively oils obtained by processing olive
pomace oil and oils obtained directly from olives.’

Article 4

1. Only extra virgin and virgin olive oil as defined in points
1(a) and (b} of the Annex to Regulation No 136/66/EEC may
bear a designation of origin on the labelling, under the condi-
tions provided for in paragraphs 2 to 6.

For the purposes of this Regulation, ‘designation of origin’
means reference to a geographical area on the packaging or the
label attached to the packaging.

2. Designations of origin may indicate a regional origin for
products benefiting from a protected designation of origin or a
protected geographical indication under Regulation (EEC) No
2081/92. Such designations are covered by that Regulation.

In other cases the designation of origin consists of reference to
a Member State, the Community or a third country.

3. The names of brands or firms whose registration was
applied for no later than 31 December 1998 under Directive
89/104/EEC or no later than 31 May 2002 under Regulation
(EC) No 40/94 shall not be considered to be designations of
origin covered by this Regulation.

4. In the case of import from a third country, the designa-
tion of origin shall be determined in accordance with Articles
22 to 26 of Regulation (EEC) No 2913/92.

5. The designation of origin mentioning a Member State or
the Community shall correspond to the geographical area in
which the olives concerned were harvested or in which the mill
where the oil was extracted from the olives is situated.

If the olives have been harvested in a Member State or third
country other than that in which the mill where the oil was
extracted from the olives is situated, the designation of origin
shall contain the following wording: “(extra) virgin olive oil
obtained in (the Community or the name of the Member Stare
concerned) from olives harvested in {the Community or the
name of the Member State or country concerned)’.

6. In the case of blends of extra virgin olive oils or virgin
olive oils in which more than 75 % originated, within the
meaning of the first subparagraph of paragraph 5 of this
Article, in the same Member State or in the Community, the
main origin may be designated followed by an indication of the
minimum percentage (75 % or more) which is actually from
the main place of origin.

Article 5

Among the optional indications which may appear on the
labelling of oil as referred to in Article 1(1), those laid down in
this Article shall comply with the following respective require-
ments:

(a) the indication ‘first cold pressing’ may appear only for
virgin or extra virgin olive oils obtained at a temperature
below 27 °C from a first mechanical pressing of the olive
paste by a traditional extraction system using hydraulic
presses;
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